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• allows the user to visualize digitized images of any part of the
sky.

• to superimpose entries from the CDS astronomical catalogues 
and tables.

• to interactively access related data and information from 
SIMBAD, NED, VizieR, or other archives for all known 
objects in the field.
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TopcatTopcat

Tool for OPerations on Catalogues And Tables; is all 
about tables; view and manipulate tables, and make 
plots in many different formats; cross-match 
catalogues.





VO DesktopVO Desktop

This is the core application, containing : VOExplorer, 
Astroscope/Helioscope, File Explorer, Task Runner, and 
Query Builder. It also provides the background services -
Astro Runtime and PLASTIC. 

• Search for resources and data in the VO; 
• bookmark your favourites; 
• fetch images, spectra and catalogues; 
• run queries on databases; 
• save and share files in VOSpace; and 
• invoke remote applications. 
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• Adopting PySALT pipeline to VO tools. 

• Ensuring that SALT data can be accessed through VO to-
1. SALT partners

2. South African astronomical community 

I4 ���	��*�	������� ��

• Coordinating VO activities with South African National Grid and Centre for High 
Performance Computing (CHPC).
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(in collaboration with staff from AstroGrid)

VO activities at SAAO-

• SAAO Virtual Observatory webpage – http://www.saao.ac.za/resources/virtual-observatory

• Installing, running and maintaining AstroGrid software’s /applications as well as VO 
tools from various VO projects.

A new updated version of the AstroGrid desktop software's (V1.2.2) for astronomers are available locally at SAAO 
through   http://www.saao.ac.za/~barway/vo/astrogrid/feb09

• The training of the South African students/astronomers/technical personal in the-
1. use of AstroGrid and various other VO tools and applications 
2. preparation and  the storage of the data for access via VO (AstroGrid)
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• Astrometric calibration with Aladin4

• The HI shells of the Small Magellanic Cloud.

• Looking for optical counterparts of X-ray sources.

• Photometric calibration with Aladin.

• Quasars in SDSS.

• Galaxy Clusters from SDSS.

• H-R Diagram of a Globular Cluster. 

• Open cluster membership.

• Red objects in the Pelican nebula (IC 5070).

• Proper motion of stars with Aladin.

• Search for high-Z quasar from the SDSS. 

• Surface Photometry of galaxy.  
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